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GENERAL EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE
Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2009 - 8:30 a.m.
Champ Hall Conference Room #136
Present: Richard Mueller (Chair), Larry Smith, Wendy Holliday, Craig Petersen, Rhonda Miller,
Cathy Hartman, Brian McCuskey, Christie Fox, John Mortensen, Brock Dethier, Wynn Walker,
Vince Lafferty, Gary Straquadine, Dan Coster, Rob Barton, Jackson Olsen (for Grady Brimley),
Richard Cutler (guest)
Absent: Shelley Lindauer, Nancy Mesner, Ryan Dupont, Tom Peterson, Stephanie Hamblin,
Mary Leavitt
I.

Approval of Minutes
Brian McCuskey motioned that the minutes of December 16, 2008, be approved as
submitted. The motion was seconded by Rhonda Miller and was unanimously approved.

II. Course Approval
a. PEP 4100: Edward Heath, Exercise Physiology
Pending revisions to Rhonda Miller’s subcommittee
b. THEA 3230: Colin Johnson, Survey of Western Theatre
Pending revisions to Rhonda Miller’s subcommittee
c. COMD 3100: Dee Child, Anatomy of the Speech Mechanism
Pending review by Ryan Dupont’s subcommittee
d. NFS 5410: Korry Hintze
Pending review by Rhonda Miller’s subcommittee
e. PRP 4100: unknown instructor
Pending review by Rhonda Miller’s subcommittee
f.

PRP 3050: unknown instructor
Pending review by Dan Coster’s subcommittee

III. Syllabus Approval
a. USU 1330: All Syllabi, Creative Arts
Dick Mueller reported that Tom Peterson is still working on getting more information from
the instructors. Item is to be removed from agenda until further notice.
b. USU 1330: David Sidwell, Creative Arts
Pending revisions
c. USU 1330: Victoria Berry and Elaine Thatcher, Creative Arts
Dick Mueller reported that Tom Peterson said that this may be withdrawn. He is
awaiting a reply and will talk to the HASS dean to see if she wants to continue with this
request.

IV. Other Business
a. CIL Faculty Survey. Rob Barton stated the survey is almost done and will be sent to
this subcommittee for their review and comments this week. Dick will write a cover letter
to be sent out through the Provost’s office. Cathy suggested announcing it at Faculty
Senate too.
Jackson Olson stated he was representing Grady Brimley. He stated that last month the
ASUSU Executive Council and Academic Senate passed a resolution against mandating
the CIL exam for graduation. Dick stated that when it was presented at Staters Council
the President and Provost told him that they could not act on the resolution until it had
been reviewed by the proper channels. One of them is the General Education
Subcommittee and that is what we are doing this year. Jackson stated that the two
major issues were cost and irrelevance. Dick asked that if Grady had any more
information to share on the subject that it be sent to him and he would put it on the
agenda.
b. Integrating Information Literacy into Breadth Courses. Wendy Holliday stated that a
few years ago the library collected course syllabi from most general education breadth
and depth courses to see if information literacy was being included. In many cases they
found that it was not. Last year they reviewed the wording requirements for information
literacy and found that the language seemed too broad and did not require any action.
They proposed the following change: Students will develop their information literacy
skills by completing a project (or assignment) that requires them to explore the nature,
organization, and methods of access and evaluation of electronic or traditional resources
in the subject area. See attached document for the rationale. Dick stated that if the
change was adopted, the resource webpage (http://libguides.usu.edu/gened) should be
linked to the General Education webpage. Please discuss this change with your
subcommittees for their input and we will discuss it again next month.
c. Modification to General Education Subcommittee Course and Syllabus Approval
Process to Include Distance Delivery Concerns. Last month Dick proposed adding
wording regarding online delivery to the General Education Subcommittee Course and
Syllabus Approval Process instruction sheet. Vince suggested adding pedagogy and the
same criteria for all classes, not just distance education. Dick stated that it was
discussed last month at the Curriculum Subcommittee meeting and they felt that the
pedagogy criteria in terms of team work were less addressed in RCDE proposals due to
the difficulty of students in different places and they did not want to incorporate anything
like that into the general approval process. They thought it was more specific to the
USU type courses that come through this committee. It is not singling them out for extra
work; it is asking them to address the criteria ahead of time so as not to delay the
approval process. It is not to hold them to a different standard, but to make it more
explicit what needs to be done. The proposed change was withdrawn without any action.
d. Modification to QL/QI Accommodation Process. Last month Dick distributed
suggested changes to a document called Guidelines for Students Encountering
Challenges in Meeting the University Studies Quantitative Literacy and Quantitative
Intensive Requirements for everyone’s review. It establishes a formal process for
students to petition the General Education Subcommittee chair if they have a
documented quantitative disability. Dan Coster motioned approval. The motion was
seconded by Rhonda Miller and was unanimously approved. It will now go to the EPC
and Faculty Senate for their review.
e. Math 1030, 1050 and Stat 1040 Scheduling. Richard Cutler stated that due to budget
cuts they are discontinuing Math 1030 after this academic year and changing five

courses into a large lecture format and adding mandatory recitation sections for Stat
1040, Stat 3000, Math1100, Math 2250, and Math 1050. Some of these courses are
offered through RCDE for students that have scheduling issues.
f.

Sustainability Criteria Update. Breadth Designation Subcommittee Chairs reported
that they are not getting buy-in on this language from their subcommittees. They are
fine with the general initiative, but not having it mandated. The objective is to
incorporate sustainability into course curriculum, but it may already be happening.
Perhaps incorporating it into the college’s exit interview would reveal whether it is
happening or not. It was decided that more study and discussion is required.

g. LEAP Learning Outcomes and USU Citizen Scholar Objectives. Please review the
documents before our next meeting so we can discuss whether there is a need to
update our citizen scholar objectives.
V. Next Meeting – February 17, 2009 – in the large HASS Conference Room (Old Main
338).

